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Books continued from page 427 


speiser’s Music and Painting is itself a welcome humanistic 
reaction against the deadening, formalistic approach to art. In 
fact, its discussion of the interaction of ideas in music and 
painting in the nineteenth century centres on Baudelaire, the 
poet of Correspondances who discovered new layers of sensi- 
bility in his exploration of the forces of evil and of sensuality in 
human nature. 

Baudelaire’s synaesthetic response to sounds and colours 
made him also a creative critic of music and painting. He became 
the principle prophet and advocate of Delacroix, and he 
identified so strongly with Wagner’s music that he was able to 
say ‘It seemed to me... that it was my own music’. 

The unification of artistic experience to which Baudelaire 
aspired was a nineteenth century ideal. Long before Walter Pater, 
the German Romantics were saying that all art should aspire to 
the condition of music, which can express feelings and emotions 
more simply and directly than representational painting. Lock- 
speiser traces the growing musicality of painting from Delacroix, 
who cultivated what he called ‘the music of a picture’, the 
expression of an almost indefinable mood, beginning the 
revolution in colour which was carried further by Van Gogh and 
Gauguin. This culminated in Kandinsky’s pursuit of a musical 
ideal towards complete pictorial abstraction, which released 
colour from all representational purpose and allowed it only a 
‘spiritual value’,while Turner became a painter of fire, water, light 
and air, in fact an elemental painter whose work was a 
counterpart of the great musical evocations of Wagner. Con- 
versely Lockspeiser sees the music of Weber and Berlioz 
beginning the development which led to impressionism in music, 
when form gave way to opulent instrumental colour and 
chromatic harmony, leading in its turn to the final complete 
break from tonality to serialism when Schoenberg abandoned 
the colour ideal of his early Wagnerian works to pursue a 
mathematical ideal. 

The basic weakness of the book is that, like Debussy’s play, 
Brothers in Art, as described by Lockspeiser, it is ‘too rambling’. 
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There are all sorts of stimulating insights, but they are never 
followed up and argued out in any systematic way. Instead of 
concentrating on such central themes as exactly how Kan- 
dinsky’s pursuit of pictorial abstraction was inspired by a 
musical ideal, Lockspeiser launches out into all sorts of 
interesting by-ways. No doubt this loose organization is partly a 
consequence of the book being brought out on its author’s 
death-bed. But the by-ways, like his accounts of the analogies 
between the music of Berlioz and the fantastic painterly visions 
of John Martin, or between Renoir’s opulent sensuous beauties 
and Wagner, are themselves fascinating, and Lockspeiser’s range 
of reference is always enviable. 

In Impressionism in Music, Christopher Palmer begins by 
exploring the influence on Debussy of impressionist painting and 
symbolist poetry, and their common basis in Romanticism. It 
was Debussy’s Romantic aesthetic of the primacy of feeling and 
sensual response rather than mere outward form which led to his 
far-reaching changes in musical syntax in sweeping away stereo- 
typed formula and stylised cliché. Basically the book is a 
detailed analysis of exactly what in musical terms impressionism 
consisted of, in composers ranging from Chopin, Wagner and the 
Russian nationalists to the post-Impressionist successors of 
Debussy. It therefore makes a very useful complement to 
Lockspeiser’s explorations of parallels between music and 
painting. 


KONSTANTIN BAZAROV 


Inscape, by James Cotter Finn, is published by the University of 
Pittsburgh Press at $11.95, not, as stated in our October issue 
at £11.95. 
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